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The Shame of College Sports
 	"The Shame of College Sports" is a story in the Atlantic magazine, and it focuses on scandals within college sports (Branch, 2011). The story was written by Taylor Branch, who helped reveal the truth about college sports' actual occurrences. The National College Athletic Organization (NCAA) is the body in charge of sports in school institutions. The main role of the NCAA is to cater for the welfare of student’s athletes and ensure they benefit from their talent. In the recent past, many athletes from colleges and universities have challenged NCAA in court, an aspect which has resulted in the emergence of a lot of concerns from other stakeholders in the American sports department (Branch, 2011). Through the examination of various operations in college sports, we get a better understanding of how sports are used for selfish personal gains, not catering to talented students' needs. 
 	According to Branch, NCAA is supposed to be a non-profit organization. Ironically the organization makes millions annually. This concept raises several concerns: How does the organization make a profit each year being a non-profit organization? How is the money earned by NCAA utilized? Do athletes, basketball players, and footballers benefit from the revenue earned?. NCAA's primary source of income is through the selling of tickets, licensing fees, support from donors or boosters, and merchandise (Branch, 2011). Moreover, the organization also financially benefits from contracts by various television stations.
 	Despite the NCAA earning a high amount of money, students-athletes do not receive any financial aid. This aspect indicates how the organization is only misusing students who have dedicated their time, effort, and resources in their talents (Branch, 2011). According to the education department in the United States of America, students performing better in sports, for example, athletes should receive a full scholarship for their studies in colleges and universities of choice. Many students find themselves on the verge of dropping out of school due to financial challenges, yet they won several games.
	According to Branch, “…the main scandal is not students getting illegally or recruited but it is the ignorance nature of NCAA for them to exploit such students” (Branch, 2011). Based on the aspect mentioned above, it is evident that the exploitation of students in colleges and universities is well planned by the athlete organization's officials. The officials identify potential talent, lure them into accepting manipulated terms, and then exploit them (Branch., 2011). Many athlete college students are not well aware of how to sign a contract with national sports organizations. This aspect makes them an easy target of NCAA.
 	Another vital scenario indicating how the NCAA has a well outlined manipulative plan is through the invention of modern sports students’ concept. The concept's primary purpose was to allow the athletics organization to shield itself from any compensation plan by athletics. Many students in colleges and universities view the modern sports students as a campaign to encourage students to join sports whereas it aims at exploiting them. Branch explained that current student-athlete was a formula developed by one of the most significant American economist known as Andrew Zimbalist (Edelman, 2017). Andrew drafted the student-athlete procedure to help NCAA evade any compensation claims by athletes regarded as workers in the formula.
Furthermore, the ambiguous nature in the student-athlete term created several loopholes to facilitate college students' exploitation. The term may have meant the students who participated in sports were professionals using the name of a specific school (Edelman, 2017). Additionally, student-athletes may have conveyed that students only participated in sports since they were not performing well in colleges. In many court cases, NCAA frequently used the student-athlete term, which had a negative legal impact on the exploit’s students (Edelman, 2017). The legal team representing students is not always aware of the deeper meaning of the term; thus, NCAA continues in their manipulative activities in colleges and universities.
In the Atlantic magazine, Branch stated that NCAA did not have constitutional guidelines in their proceedings. In 1973, Johnson, who was among the athlete organization's officials, identified a journal that entailed a recommendation of adoption of the disciplinary due process. The due process recommended was to be followed when addressing disciplinary cases by athletes from various colleges. In adopting and implementing the proposed procedure, a legal advisor was not consulted (Edelman, 2017). Despite the officials knowing the impacts of such procedures, they implemented it since they knew it favored the athlete organization over the athlete students.
Another significant occasion that explains how NCAA has corrupted college and university sports is by offering the economic and socially poor people in the organization as sacrificial lambs in critical situations. People who have less influence in the organization suffer most from being held accountable for faults; they were not even aware (Edelman, 2017). An appropriate example explaining this aspect is when a Florida state college tutor known as Brenda Monk was used as a scapegoat. She was accused of having contact with athlete students hence manipulating them. 
Consequently, the court issued a ruling that no school in the United States of America was to hire Monk as a tutor. She was later worked in Florida prison as an education supervisor. Based on the case of Breda Monk, it is evident the NCAA is willing to sacrifice some people to cover up for their exploitative trails of students’ athletes (Harper et al., 2017). In most cases, people used as scapegoats are enticed with a little amount of money compared to what the organization embezzles for students. 
To maintain athletes with higher potential and those likely to generate a lot of income for NCAA, the organization illegally pays them. The fee paid to some athletes is illegal since there are no contract terms that efficiently stipulate the payment terms. Additionally, the payments are made in secret, accompanied by several conditions (Branch, 2011). Due to some college and university students' financial desperation aspect, they are forced to cooperate and act as per NCAA's illegal requirements.
According to Brach, the main reason college students are an easy target of the athlete organization is their amateurism. Most students are anxious to explore their athletics talents at a national level. Moreover, many students see the NCAA as a guardian through their talent journey, unaware of the organizations' primary aim. The tragedy of the shame of college sports is not that man athletes do not receive financing from the athlete organization but how NCAA has ended the careers of many young people (Harper et al., 2017). Many athletes who are exploited at the college level give up on their talents, having a misconception that talent does not pay. 
Despite all the NCAA's exploitation activities, there are several ways in which the organizations can be stopped. According to Branch, one way to ensure an end of the college athlete organization is by cutting down all financial aids. Since the primary sources of income are through television contracts, selling tickets, and Licensing, key stakeholders should terminate their contracts with the organization (Harper et al., 2017). An appropriate explanation of how people can help cut down financial aid to NCAA is by failing to buy tickets and attend games planned by the organization. The organization will incur loose hence hindering some of its operations.
 We cannot shy away from the fact that the NCAA needs billions of dollars to enhance its operations across various states in the United States of America. If the organization was to be subjected to the financial crisis through not purchasing any of the services it offers, it would be forced to shut down (Harper et al., 2017). According to Todd Turner, who was a director of athletes in various conferences, playoff tournaments in colleges have to take place regardless of the organization managing the games (Branch, 2011). If NCAA was subjected to a financial crisis, it would not have enough funds to run tournaments, and this aspect will lead to the formation of a new body. It will also help eliminate corrupt officials who brag how they illegally benefit from student-athletes. Formation of a new body to manage sports in colleges and universities will automatically mean an end to NCAA.
In conclusion, another effective way to stop the exploitation of Athletes by the NCAA is through not treating students’ athletes as amateurs. Students athletes should be given an equal opportunity to compete just like other professional athletes. Consequently, if NCAA was to continue managing sports in universities and colleges, the organization should have a well-outlined payment plan. Athletes need to be legally compensated for their effort and impact in the American sports arena. Students' payment will motivate more to explore their sporting talent and impact talented athletes from the low economic background.   
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